
Will we use solar energy to generate
electricity in the future 

Are solar panels the future of electricity?

Panels now occupy an area around half that of Wales, and this year they will provide the world with about 6%

of its electricity--which is almost three times as much electrical energy as America consumed back in 1954.

Yet this historic growth is only the second-most-remarkable thing about the rise of solar power.

 

What is the solar futures study?

View SETO's goals. Explore SETO's research in soft costs and systems integration. The Solar Futures Study is

a U.S Department of Energy report that explores the role of solar energy in achieving the goals of a

decarbonized grid by 2035 and a decarbonized energy system by 2050.

 

Will solar power grow in 2050?

Solar will grow from 3% of the U.S. electricity supply today to 40% by 2035 and 45%by 2050. In 2050,this

would be supplied by about 1600 gigawatts alternating current (GWAC) of solar capacity. Solar will provide

30% of buildings' energy,14% of transportation energy,and 8% of industrial energy by 2050,through

electrification of these sectors.

 

How do solar panels turn sunlight into electricity?

There are several ways to turn sunlight into usable energy, but almost all solar energy today comes from "solar

photovoltaics (PV)." Solar PV relies on a natural property of "semiconductor" materials like silicon, which can

absorb the energy from sunlight and turn it into electric current.

 

Are solar photovoltaics ready to power a sustainable future?

Nat. Energy 3,515-527 (2018). Victoria,M. et al. Solar photovoltaics is ready to power a sustainable future.

Joule vol. 5 1041-1056 (Cell Press,2021). Nemet,G. How solar energy became cheap: a model for low-carbon

innovation. (Taylor &Francis,2019). Rogers,E. Diffusion of Innovations. (Free Press,2003). Farmer,J. D.

&Lafond,F.

 

How has solar energy changed the world?

Solar energy started its journey in niche markets, like most innovations, supplying electricity to applications

where little alternatives existed in space and remote locations 22. Since then, cumulative investments and

sales, driven by past policy, have made its cost come down by almost three orders of magnitude.
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