
Energy value absorbed by photovoltaic
panels

The conversion efficiency of a photovoltaic (PV) cell, or solar cell, is the percentage of the solar energy

shining on a PV device that is converted into usable electricity. Improving this conversion efficiency is a key

goal of ...

OverviewPhotogeneration of charge carriersWorking explanationThe p-n junctionCharge carrier

separationConnection to an external loadEquivalent circuit of a solar cellSee alsoWhen a photon hits a piece

of semiconductor, one of three things can happen: 1. The photon can pass straight through the semiconductor

-- this (generally) happens for lower energy photons.2. The photon can reflect off the surface.3. The photon

can be absorbed by the semiconductor if the photon energy is higher than the band gap value. This generates

an electron-hole pair and some...

When light strikes the surface of a solar cell, some photons are reflected, while others pass right through.

Some of the absorbed photons have their energy turned into heat. The remainder have the right amount of

energy to separate ...

An important property of PV semiconductors is the bandgap, which indicates what wavelengths of light the

material can absorb and convert to electrical energy. If the semiconductor''s bandgap matches the wavelengths

of light shining on the ...
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